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Purpose and Vision

The design of sites is an integral part of any development.  Aspects of site design include site 
improvements such as paving and materials choices; site furnishings such as benches and ar-
chitectural elements; landscape elements and plant materials, and lighting.  All elements of site 
design should contribute to the overall character of Downtown Meridian, conveying both its small 
town history and its transition to an urban city.

Well designed streets and sidewalks add value and act as a catalyst to the development of private 
property.  They provide the setting for land use.  Sidewalk width, materials and site furnishings 
affect pedestrian activity and aesthetic quality and help determine how the adjacent businesses 
are developed and used. 

Public Process

A series of meetings were held in the fall of 2006 with the design guidelines advisory committee 
which included representatives from Meridian Development Corporation (MDC), Meridian Parks 
and Recreation, Meridian Planning and Zoning, Chamber of Commerce, Meridian Public Works 
and Ada County Highway District.  These meetings resulted in a Conceptual Streetscape Proto-
type that was approved by the advisory committee.  This prototype was put on display around 
the community for public comment.  Upon receipt of public comment the prototype was brought 
before the MDC for adoption.  The Streetscape Prototype was adopted by the MDC on DATE.  

Meridian Downtown Streetscape History

1928:  E. First St. paved, designated by the State as part of State Highway 55. (Designation         
 was changed with the opening of the Eagle Road interchange, when Highway 55 was   
 moved to Eagle Rd.)

1979:  Meridian Chamber of Commerce Downtown Development Committee established to 
 work on improvements for E. First St. (now Main St.), including paving, landscaping and 
 parking.

1982:  A group of downtown businessmen and women propose an improvement association,   
 due to concerns of the appearance of downtown Meridian.  The effort failed, because   
 some business owners did not think the problem was bad enough to warrant a monetary 
 contribution from themselves.

1989:  With the promise of a $5,000 matching grant from West One Bank, the City of Meridian 
 and Meridian Chamber of Commerce each contributed $2500 for a Downtown Master 
 Plan and Financing Plan. Community meetings, interviews with citizens and public 
 hearings were held throughout 1989. Some business owners still objected to the 
 formation of an L.I.D. as part of the fi nancing plan.

June 1990:  The Meridian City Council approved an L.I.D. to fi nance 22% of the improvement 
         project.
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November 1990:  The City of Meridian successfully raised $905,000 and applied for a $400,000 
 Idaho Community Development Block Grant in November 1990, for improvements to E.   
 First St. The Grant application included information on the hodge podge of cracked and 
 patched sidewalks, lack of sidewalks in some areas, a mix of asphalt, concrete or no 
 curbs, lack of drainage and no handicap ramps. The Grant application was denied.

July 1991:  Construction began on Phase I of the E. First St. project. Funding came from the 
 Idaho Transportation Dept., ACHD, City of Meridian, and the downtown L.I.D. Phase I 
 work was on E. First St. only, including complete street excavation, new drainage 
 system, new water pipes, street widening to two lanes with a center turn lane, new 
 sidewalks faced with 2 feet of brick up to the curb, curbs, gutters, new streetlights and
 landscaping.Total project cost $1.37 million.(When the ICDBG was turned down, the
 City went to ACHD & ITD, saying that the moving of Hwy. 55 to Eagle Rd. was leaving 
 the City with a “mess” on E. First St.  Both ITD and ACHD increase their participation in   
 the project to $325,000.)

November 11, 1991:  Dedication of Phase I.

March 1993:  Phase II begins with plans to make similar improvements on Idaho Ave. between 
 Meridian Rd and E. 2nd St., E. 2nd St. between Idaho and Broadway Avenues, and 
 Broadway between E. First and E. 2nd Sts.  Part of the funding was through an 
 approved $400,000 ICDBG. Phase II improvements that were actually made included 
 the Idaho Ave. project, the south side of Broadway between E. 1st and E. 2nd, and some  
 work on E. 2nd.

General Standards Overview

The goal of this document is to designate the streetscape as 3 distinct zones.  These zones are 
1) Street Furnishings Zone, 2) Pedestrian Movement Zone and 3) Commerce Zone.  The Street 
Furnishings Zone is located adjacent to the street and provides designated area for site furniture 
and amenities.  This zone encourages pedestrians to remain on the street longer and ensures the 
furnishings do not interfere with pedestrian traffi c.  The Pedestrian Movement Zone is a minimum 
5’ wide concrete sidewalk providing convenient travel for pedestrians.  The Commerce Zone is a 
minimum 5’ wide paved area adjacent to the face of the building.  This provides a space for busi-
ness owners to provide services outside of the building walls.

It may not be possible to provide all three zones on every downtown block. The Pedestrian Move-
ment Zone and the Street Funishing Zone should be the priority over the Commerce Zone.

Geographic Scope
Meridian Downtown Streetscape Design Guidelines

The MDC worked to defi ne the physical space for which the Streetscape Design Guidelines would 
apply.  Due to its unique character as “Down Town Meridian” the area shown in the graphic on the 
facing page has been selected for implementation of the Streetscape Design Guidelines.
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Vicinity Map       
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The MDC worked through the public process to develop a one block prototype. This prototype 
protrays the spatial intent of the design guide lines.

Detailed information for each streetscape zone follows.
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Typical Block       



North/South Streetscape
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Description: The North / South streets of Meridian Road, Main Street and 1st East Street carry 
the majority of the vehicular traffi c through down town Meridian.  Due to the city block design of 
the down town area, the North / South streetscape is designed for a higher concentration of de-
velopment such as ground fl oor retail, restaurants and entertainment uses and on street parallel 
parking.  This streetscape is designed for a high volume of pedestrian use and is designed to 
buffer the pedestrian from the street as well as to encourage the pedestrian to linger within the 
streetscape while traveling to and from the businesses.

The North / South streets are comprised of the three streetscape zones between the curb and 
the face of the building; 1) Street Furnishings Zone, 2) Pedestrian Movement Zone and 3) 
Commerce Zone.  The intent of the guidelines is to provide each of these three zones when 
adequate space is available.

Dimensions
• Minimum from face of building to back of curb: 13’
• Street Furnishing Zone: 8’ minimum
• Pedestrian Movement Zone: 5’ minimum
• Commerce Zone: 5’ minimum

Surface Material and Treatment
• Brick pavers in Street Furnishing Zone.
• Concrete sidewalk in Pedestrian Movement Zone.
• Enhanced concrete paving in Commerce Zone.  Enhanced concrete shall be colored 
and or scored in a manner to distinguish it from the Pedestrian Movement Zone.

Site Furnishings
• Approved street lights located approximately 60’ on center placed at the back of curb.    
   Lights should be centered between trees and confl icts with trees should be avoided.
• Benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks and other furnishings shall conform to the     
 Technical Specifi cations section of this document.

Street Trees
• Class III trees shall be placed in the Furnishing Zone at approximately 32’ spacing.
 Trees shall be placed to avoid confl icts with alleys and streetlights.  There shall be 6   
 trees per block where possible.
• Tree species shall be limited to Class I within 15’ of overhead power lines.
• Coordinate planning and installation of trees with Meridian City Parks Department.

Note
• Some variation in how these standards are applied may be appropriate to account for   
 site specifi c conditions.
• Furnishings and street trees shall accommodate Ada County Highway District sight 
 visibility requirements.
• All furnishings, trees and improvements in the street right-of-way require a license agree  
 ment and/or other form of approval by the Ada County Highway District.
• All pedestrian walkways and ramps shall be ADA compliant.
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North/South Streetscape
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Elevation ‘B’ 
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Elevation ‘C’ 



East/West Streetscape
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Description: The East / West streets from East Ada Street to E Carlton Avenue provide ve-
hicle access to the mid block businesses and interior block parking areas.  Due to the city block 
design of the down town area, the East / West streetscape is designed for a lower concentra-
tion of development with a higher proportion of residential uses and on street parallel or angled 
parking.  This streetscape is designed for a moderate or low volume of pedestrian use and is 
designed to provide a through path for pedestrians as well as opportunities for outdoor gather-
ing and increased scales of Commerce Zones.

The East / West streets are comprised of the three streetscape zones between the curb and the 
face of the building; 1) Street Furnishings Zone, 2) Pedestrian Movement Zone and 3) Com-
merce Zone.  The intent of the guidelines is to provide each of these three zones when ad-
equate space is available.

Dimensions
• Minimum from face of building to back of curb: 18’
• Street Furnishing Zone: 8’ minimum
• Pedestrian Movement Zone: 5’ minimum
• Commerce Zone: 5’ minimum

Surface Material and Treatment
• Brick pavers in Street Furnishing Zone.
• Concrete sidewalk in Pedestrian Movement Zone.
• Enhanced concrete paving in Commerce Zone.  Enhanced concrete shall be colored 
and or scored in a manner to distinguish it from the Pedestrian Movement Zone.

Site Furnishings
• Approved street lights located approximately 60’ on center placed at the back of curb.   
 Lights should be centered between trees and confl icts with trees should be avoided.
• Benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks and other furnishings shall conform to the  
 Technical Specifi cations section of this document.

Street Trees
• Class II trees shall be placed in the Furnishing Zone at approximately 32’ spacing.   
 Trees shall be placed to avoid confl icts with driveways and streetlights.  There shall be 9  
 trees per block where possible.
• Tree species shall be limited to Class I within 15’ of overhead power lines.
• Coordinate planning and installation of trees with Meridian City Parks Department.

Note
• Some variation in how these standards are applied may be appropriate to account for  
 site specifi c conditions.
• Furnishings and street trees shall accommodate Ada County Highway District sight 
 visibility requirements.
• All furnishings, trees and improvements in the street right-of-way require a license  
 agreement and/or other form of approval by the Ada County Highway District.
• All pedestrian walkways and ramps shall be ADA compliant.
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East/West Streetscape



East/West Streetscape

Meridian, Idaho

Elevation ‘E’
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Elevation ‘F’



Intersection/Corner
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Meridian, Idaho

Description: The intersection corners provide pedestrian access to cross streets.  The corner 
treatment maintains the bulb-out curb design existing on Main Street.  The intersection corners 
are designed for a moderate to high volume of pedestrian use and are designed to provide a 
safe path for pedestrians to cross the street as well as opportunities for outdoor gathering and 
increased scales of Commerce Zones.

The intersection corners are comprised of the three streetscape zones between the curb and 
the face of the building; 1) Street Furnishings Zone, 2) Pedestrian Movement Zone and 3) 
Commerce Zone.  The intent of the guidelines is to provide each of these three zones when 
adequate space is available.

Dimensions
• Minimum from face of building to back of curb: 18’
• Street Furnishing Zone: 8’ minimum
• Pedestrian Movement Zone: 5’ minimum
• Commerce Zone: 5’ minimum

Surface Material and Treatment
• Brick pavers in Street Furnishing Zone.
• Concrete sidewalk in Pedestrian Movement Zone.
• Enhanced concrete paving in Commerce Zone.  Enhanced concrete shall be colored   
 and or scored in a manner to distinguish it from the Pedestrian Movement Zone.

Site Furnishings
• Approved street lights located at intersection, placed at the back of curb.  Lights should   
 be centered between trees and confl icts with trees and intersection signals should be   
 avoided.
• Benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks and other furnishings shall conform to the   
 Technical Specifi cations section of this document.  Bollards shall be placed at nose of   
 bulb-out for automobile traffi c control.

Street Trees
• Class 1 trees shall be placed in the Furnishing Zone at approximately 15’ spacing.  Trees  
 shall be placed to avoid confl icts with streetlights and pedestrian movement.  There shall  
 be 3 trees on the East / West street side per intersection where possible.
• Tree species shall be limited to Class I within 15’ of overhead power lines.
• Coordinate planning and installation of trees with Meridian City Parks Department.

Note
• Some variation in how these standards are applied may be appropriate to account for   
 site specifi c conditions.
• Furnishings and street trees shall accommodate Ada County Highway District sight tri  
 angle requirements.
• All furnishings, trees and improvements in the street right-of-way require a license agree  
 ment and/or other form of approval by the Ada County Highway District.
• All pedestrian walkways and ramps shall be ADA compliant.
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Enlargement
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Paving
• Concrete Paving: Concrete paving shall be per the Idaho Standards Public Works 
 Construction (ISPWC) Standard Specifi cations Section 700, current edition.
• Concrete Unit Pavers: Concrete unit pavers shall be installed per Figure 1 and appendix   
 ‘A’: Concrete Unit Paver Specifi cations.
• Concrete Unit Pavers: Standard rectangular paver, color shall be Autumn, Pattern shall   
 be Running Bond.  Install per Figure 9 and Appendix ‘B’: Concrete Unit Paver 
 Specifi cations.
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Figure 1
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Site Furnishings
 •  Street Light: Historic street light on 12’ historic pole as manufactured by Holophane,   
    model #ARU-15HP-MT-B-G#-R.  Pole shall be as manufactured by Holophane, model   
    #CP12C18-F5-CA/BK-FG-SBK-H 2BA18H/.75/B)-CA/BK.  Coordinate voltage for 
    Historic Fixtures with Idaho Power prior to ordering.  See Manufacturer’s cut sheet, 
    Figures 2a-2e.

 •  Bollard: Chesapeake Series as manufactured by Holophane, model #BOL/CP47/18/L-  
    CA/BK-S70-V.  See Manufacturer’s cut sheet, Figure 3.

 •  Tree Grate: As manufactured by Meridian Parks Department.  See details, Figures 4,   
    5, 6, 7 and 8.

 •  Bench: As manufactured by Recycle Design, Victoria Series 72” seat with back and   
    arms.  Black powder coat frame with Weathered DuraWood Slats.  See Manufacturer’s  
    cut sheet, Figure 10.

 •  Trash Receptacle: As manufactured by Recycle Design, Victoria Series 32 gallon.  
               Black powder coat frame with Weathered DuraWood Slats.  See manufacturer’s cut      
    sheet, Figure 10.

 •  Planters: As manufactured by Interlock Concrete Products, Newport Series Round: 3’ 
    diameter, height may vary from 22” to 30”.  Coordinate color with Meridian Parks 
    Department prior to ordering.  See manufacturer’s cut sheet, Figure 11 and installation   
    details, Figures 12 & 13.

 •  Drinking Fountain: As manufactured by Meridian Parks Department.  Coordinate with   
    parks department.

 •  Bike Rack: As manufactured by FairWeather Site Furnishings, BR-1 3 loop, in ground   
    mount.  Color shall be black.  See manufacturer’s cut sheet, Figure 14.
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Figure 2a



Technical Specifi cations

Meridian, Idaho

Figure 2b
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Figure 2c
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Figure 2d
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Figure 2e
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Figure 3
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Figure 4
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Figure 5
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Figure 6
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Figure 7



Figure 8
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Figure 9
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Figure 11

GFRC SERIES – PLANTERS

OXFORD

6' x 30"
44-80630

3' x 30"
44-80330

4' x 36"
44-80436

5' x 30"
44-80530

5' x 36"
44-80536

2' x 22"
44-80222

3' x 17"
44-80317

3' x 22"
44-80322

4' x 30" Square
44-81430

4' x 12"
44-80412

4' x 17"
44-80417

4' x 22"
44-80422

4' x 30"
44-80430

6' x 42"
44-40642

4' x 17"
44-40417

4' x 22"
44-40422

4' x 30"
44-40430

4' x 36"
44-40436

5' x 17"
44-40517

2' x 17"
44-40217

2' x 22"
44-40222

2' x 30"
44-40230

3' x 17"
44-40317

3' x 22"
44-40322

3' x 30"
44-40330

3' x 36"
44-40336

HIGHLINEELAN SANTA FE 

CONTEMPRA NEWPORT 

6' x 36"
44-70636

3' x 22" Square
44-71322

2' x 30"
44-70230

2.5' x 30"
44-73030

5' x 36"
44-70536

5' x 23" Rectangle
44-72523

4' x 23"
44-70423

6' x 23" Rectangle
44-72623

2' x 22" 
44-70222

2' x 17" 
44-70217

3' x 22"
44-70322

4' x 36"
44-70436

4' x 30"
44-70430

4' x 26"
44-70426

3' x 30"
44-70330

4' x 30"
44-10430

22.5"

3' x 23" Square
44-11322

19.5"

3' x 30" Square
44-11330

19"

3' x 28"
44-10328

17"

3' x 22"
44-10322

17"

2' x 17"
44-10217

10" 14"

2' x 17" Square
44-11217

4' x 30" Square
44-11430

22.5"

8' x 22"
44-30822

6' x 17"
44-30617

5' x 17"
44-30517

4' x 30"
44-30430

4' x 22" Square
44-31422

4' x 30" Square
44-31430

4' x 22"
44-30422

2' x 17" Square
44-31217

2' x 12"
44-30212

2' x 22" Square
44-31222

2' x 17"
44-30217

2' x 22"
44-30222

3' x 17" Square
44-31317

3' x 22" Square
44-31322

3' x 17"
44-30317

3' x 22"
44-30322

3' x 30" Square
44-31330

3' x 30" 
44-30330

4' x 17"
44-30417

4' x 36" Square
44-61436

4' x 22" 
44-60422

3' x 30" 
44-60330

6' x 2.5' x 30"H Rectangle
44-62630

6' x 22"
44-60622

5' x 36" 
44-60536

5' x 22" 
44-60522

5.5' x 42" 
44-60542

4' x 36" 
44-60436

4' x 48" 
44-60448

3' x 2' x 24"H
Rectangle
44-62436

3' x 2.5' x 24"H
Rectangle
44-65363

2' x 22" 
44-60222

2' x 22" Square 
44-61222

2' x 17" 
44-60217

2' x 12" 
44-60212

3' x 17" 
44-60317

3.25' x 22" Square
44-61322

3' x 22" 
44-60322

3' x 30" Square 
44-61330

6' x 30" Square
44-61630
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Tree Palette
Meridian Downtown Streetscape Design Guidelines

Meridian, Idaho

North / South Street Trees
  
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis ‘Skyline’ Skyline Honey Locust  3” Cal. B&B
  
  
East / West Street Trees  
  
Pyrus calleryana ‘Holmford’   New Bradford Pear  3” Cal. B&B
Fraxinus americana ‘Junginger’  Autumn Purple Ash  3” Cal. B&B
Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’   Littleleaf Linden  3” Cal. B&B
Sophora japonica    Japanese Pagodatree  3” Cal. B&B
  
  
Intersection Corner Trees  
  
Malus spp.     Spring Snow   2” Cal. B&B
Acer ginnala     Amur Maple   2” Cal. B&B
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Conclusion
These design guidelines identify the characteristic features of the historic commercial areas of 
Downtown Meridian and seek to ensure that as changes occur they will enhance that character.  
The guidelines are designed to serve to protect the existing features and promote compatible 
new growth and development into a cohesive vibrant downtown.  By accomplishing these goals, 
property values increase, community identity is preserved and or enhanced and reestablished, 
and Meridian Downtown will become a destination for both locals and visitors.

Guideline Maintenance

Design guidelines are inherently a product of the period in which they are written and some 
guidelines might not be relevant to Meridian’s needs at a future time.  Additionally, guidelines 
are by nature experimental and must be tested through actual use.  Initial implementation may 
indicate the need to abandon or amend some guidelines.  Therefore, the development of an ef-
fective maintenance system is essential to the continued health of the guidelines.

An effective guideline maintenance system should be anchored in a systematic process for pe-
riodic feedback, review & revision.  An initial feedback process in which comments are solicited 
from city personnel and other private and public groups should, once the guidelines are imple-
mented, generate a system for sustained periodic feedback efforts.  A sustained system for pe-
riodic feedback will generate the information required to evaluate the effectiveness of individual 
guidelines, the need to abandon or revise some guidelines, and the need for new guidelines.
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Concrete Unit Pavers

Meridian, Idaho
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Public Involvement Materials

Meridian, Idaho


