AN OVERVIEW OF THE CiTY oF MERIDIAN

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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Introduction School Facilities | Specific Areas
Adopted in April of 2011, the City of Meridian’s Compre- » Improve long range City and school district plan- ‘ Ten Mile Interchange Specific Area Plan
hensive Plan integrates the concerns and expressions of ning. . | The Ten Mile Interchange Specific Area Plan (TMISAP),
thedccclnmrrllunlty "]cto fatgocg?ent thﬁgwde: ;t(w)e growth Transportation : | centered along Ten Mile Road and 1-84, is a highly visible,
and development of the City over the nex ears. . : . : g
P Y Y » Facilitate the efficient movement of people and 1 easily accessible part of the City that will offer significant

Intent products to and from the Area of City Impact. | N.C TR employment, enhance housing diversity, and support a

- : . . . = | strong economy. Unlike other commercial employment
The Meridian Comprehensive Plan is an official policy x * districts, with diversity of mixed, adjacent, and nearby
guide for deC|5|o.ns concerning the physmal developm_ent ;i . : housing in a broad spectrum of sizes and costs, the Ten
O.f e comm.unlt_y. e Pl_an establishes g_oa’Is, Ob.J?C' I : Mile Interchange Specific Area Plan seeks to create a
L eaidaction lemeiolinD ement e iyepoliaes t NE = highly accessible community that removes the need to
regarding growth. The Plan works in concert with City [ SR
Code and other planning-related documents. It is also B B
used in conjunction with each City department’s strategic 0
plan and action plan. The Plan is not a set of standards B - \
or a means to enforce City Code. Instead, it indicates, . b — . y . o o .
in a general way, how the community should develop. Future Land Uses Planning is bringing the future into the
Existing Conditions Report One of the key components of the plan is identification present so that you can do something about
The Comprehensive Plan is intended to work in con- Ul Ic\)/lf Fu(ture _'—a”f:) Usr?'S.h-I;Ihe _C;ty hr?s a FUtthe ILandd Use it now — Alan Lakein
cert with the City’s ordinances, specific area plans, and ap (see inset) which depicts where certain land uses
other documents. One of these, the Existing Conditions City of Meridian :);Ert] z(ajréci iarr:z tria(l)annnsgr- aFggngl Ifmg_aomgzig\r/ler;/éeevi r?g \ ) § /
Report, mclud_es background |nfc_>rmat|on a_nd anglyss Future Land Use Map gl g'd' C S 1 'ﬁ,d Ll / -
about the built and natural environment in Meridian Leaend Ity or Meridian Lomprenensive Flan or Unied beve
today (2014). Together, the Existing Conditions Report 9 opment Code.

and the Comprehensive Plan address all of the elements
required in the Local Land Use Planning Act of Idaho.

Local Land Use Planning

Idaho State code requires certain elements to be ad-
dressed in a Comprehensive Plan. In addition to the
state requirements, the City has also chosen to ad-
dress other elements critical to realizing a successful
community. Elements such as sustainability, quality of
life, the arts, and more. In total, there are almost 500
Goals, Objectives, and Action Items in the plan, which
address these elements. The following are sample high
level goals of the Comprehensive Plan:

Quality of Life

» Sustain, enhance, promote and protect elements
that contribute to the livability and a high quality
of life for all Meridian residents.

» Make Meridian the premier place to live, work and
raise a family.

Land Use
» Ensure a variety and balance of land uses to sup-
port the Meridian Area of City Impact.

» Encourage compatible uses to minimize conflicts
and maximize use of land.

Housing
» Offer a diversity of housing types for a greater
range of choice.
Economic Development

» Support existing businesses by creating new op-
portunities; be more focused on the expansion of
existing businesses and create an overall friendly
environment in which to do business.
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Future Land Uses
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Residential

The purpose of these designations is to provide a variety
of housing types. Uses will include a range of densities
varying from large estate lots to multi-family homes.

Commercial

This designation will provide a full range of commercial
and retail to serve area residents and visitors. Uses
may include retail, wholesale, service and office uses,
multi-family residential, as well as appropriate public
uses such as government offices.

Office
This designation will provide opportunities for low-impact
business areas. These would include offices, technol-
ogy and resource centers; ancillary commercial uses
may be considered (particularly within research and
development centers or technological parks).

Industrial

This designation allows a range of industrial uses
to support industrial and commercial activities
and to develop areas with sufficient urban

Urban Renewal (Downtown)

The Meridian Development Corporation (MDC) is com-
mitted to the economic stimulation and expansion of
downtown Meridian. Focus areas of the MDC for creat-
ing a thriving Downtown Meridian include: pedestrian
friendly, transit support, sustainable job creation, public
art and beautification, affordable workforce housing,
public parking, and a balanced retail environment. As
part of its long-term goals, MDC is committed to support-
ing Destination Downtown, a Vision Plan for downtown
Meridian. Destination Downtown is a community-driven
initiative, spearheaded by the MDC, to stimulate, vitalize,
and establish downtown Meridian as a hub of Treasure
Valley enterprise, culture, and social activities.

Helpful Resources

City Resources

Comprehensive Plan & Existing Conditions Report
http://www.meridiancity.org/compplan/

City of Meridian Architectural Standards Manual
http://www.meridiancity.org/design

Citywide Ten Mile Interchange Specific Area City of Meridian Unified Development Code

http://www.sterlingcodifiers.com/codebook/index.
php?book_id=306
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Old Town
This designation includes the historic

! .iE
[

/“ : . \ » Make Meridian the premier location for business
Plans are only good intentions unless they in the region by recruiting and attracting new

businesses to the area.

|:| Low Density Residential - High Density Employment
|:| Medium Density Residential - Industrial

[ | Med-High Density Residential || Mixed Employment

|:| Rural / Estate Residential - Civic
l:l Low Density Residential l:l Old Town

l:l Medium Density Residential l:l Mixed Use Neighborhood
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immediately degenerate into hard work.

mm ni D i n l:l Med-High Density Residential l:l Mixed Use Community l:l High Density Residential l:l Mixed Use Residential HUBBARD 1 Cit of Meridian Ten Mile InterChan e S eCiﬁC
= Peter F' Druc’(er CO u ty esg_ 2 l:l High Density Residential - Mixed Use Non-Residential I:l Pipeline Easement l:l Mixed Use Commercial downtown and the true Communlty A y PI g p
\\ / v Create a pOSItlve environment that Supports I commercial [ Mixed Use Regional [ civic I Litestyle Center center. The bou ndary Of the Old rea an
downtown as the vibrant heart of the community. I offce Mixed Use - Interchange I Green Space/Park Land Town district predominantly follows http://www.meridiancity.org/ TMISAP

- Industrial

l:l Low Density Employment

Natural Resources Meridian’s historic plat boundaries.

» Preserve, protect, enhance, and wisely use our
natural resources within the Area of City Impact.

Public Services, Facilities, & Utilities

» Encourage the development of a continuum of
services to meet the health care needs of the
citizens of Meridian.

Meridian Pathways Master Plan
http://www.meridiancity.org/pathways

Mixed Use Designations

In general, the purpose of these
designations is to provide for a com-
bination of compatible land uses within
a close geographic area that allows for
easily accessible services for residents
and the workers. The intent of these des-
ignations is to promote developments that
offer functional and physical integration of land
uses while allowing developers a greater degree
of design and use flexibility.

Other Resources
Meridian Development Corp (MDC)
http://www.meridiandevelopmentcorp.com/

Agriculture & Special Areas or Sites

» Enhance Meridian’s historical, cultural and agri-

: » Protect Meridian’s surface water quality.
cultural heritage.

Property Rights

» Ensure that all
planning decisions
and ordinance imple-
mentation balances the 8255
interests of the community W
with the protection of private
property rights for owners today
and future generations.

Recreation

» Provide a broad range of parks, programs, and rec-
reational facilities that meet a variety of needs and
uses and that are located geographically throughout
Meridian and available to everyone.

The Arts

» Allow all Meridian residents and visitors an oppor-
tunity to experience public art.

» Provide ample and clean water to the citizens of
Meridian in perpetuity.

Ada County Highway District (ACHD)
http://www.achdidaho.org/

Sustainability

» Improve air quality and reduce air pollution in the
» Expand, improve, and maintain the City’s infra- Meridian and Treasure Valley airshed.
structure to meet existing and growing demands

in a timely, orderly, and logical manner.

» Reduce energy consumption in municipal facilities
and operations; provide leadership in promoting
energy conservation in the City.
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» Ensure that adequate public services are provided
for existing and future residents and businesses.
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» Maximize diversion of the municipal waste stream "
Implementation

Population from disposal to recycling and reduce the amount BN o hhd _ e ; 2 - ; CN R wa
' S g : of solid waste generated in the City. » Provide hands-on experiences in the fine arts, regard- » Shape the future of the City by providing citizens
2 Recc_>gn|ze that Meridian 2 P°p”'?t'°” will , _ _ less of age, race, ability, or other protected class. and City leaders with a Comprehensive Plan Vision
continue to grow and positively influence » Promote the design, construction and operation

Blaitlous Areas and City ordinances that execute that vision.

» Protect public health and safety by guiding growth
and development away from hazardous areas that
pose a threat to people and property.

that growth. of buildings that are environmentally sustainable

and healthy places to live, work and learn.

» Efficiently treat wastewater for current and future
users by focusing on financial stewardship and
environmental sustainability.

www.meridiancity.org/compplan

See City of Meridian website or contact City of Meridian
Planning Division @ 208.884.5533 for questions or comments.
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