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The Meridian Rural Fire Protection District meeting for June 13, 2016, was called to order at 4:00 
p.m. by Commissioner Leighton.  Roll call was taken. 
 
Attendees:  

Commissioner Terry Leighton, Commissioner Clair Bowman, Commissioner Marvin Ward, 
John Fitzgerald of Worst, Fitzgerald and Stover, Pam Orr, Joe Bongiorno, Judy Gerhart, 
Kenny Bowers, and Perry Palmer 
 

Motion was made and seconded to approve the meeting agenda as presented.  Motion approved. 
 
Motion was made and seconded to approve the meeting minutes from the May 9, 2016 MRFPD 
meeting.  Motion approved. 
 
Approve and pay bills as follows: 
 

 Check #5131 to City of Meridian in the amount of $109,916.83 for April Invoice #2301 
 Check #5132 to Worst, Fitzgerald & Stover, PLLC in the amount of $1,072.18 for 

general legal work, Statement #68936  
 

A motion was made and seconded to approve and pay checks numbered 5131 and 5132 as 
presented.  Motion approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:   
 

Net cash position is currently $2,508,790.26.   
 
The May 2016 US Bank Statement and the April and May 2016 LGIP Statements were 
presented to the Chairman for review and approval.  
 
Commissioner Bowman received the proposal for the FY16 Audit from Millington Zwygart 
CPA.  The fee has increased about 4% from last year.  Commissioner Bowman is satisfied 
with the proposal.  Motion was made and seconded to empower Commissioner Bowman as 
the District Treasurer to sign and return the proposal to Millington Zwygart, CPA. Motion 
approved.   
 

Old Business:   
 

1. The final West Regional Emergency Services Master Plan was distributed to each Rural 
District Commissioner to read and review before next month’s meeting.  At the July MRFPD 
meeting, Chief Niemeyer will give a presentation on the final plan and answer any questions 
the District may have.    
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New Business:  
  

1. Commissioner Bowman spoke briefly about the FY17 proposed budget.  The contribution 
from the District to the City of Meridian Fire Department’s budget has been set at 11 percent. 
Commissioner Bowman will be presenting the proposed budget at the MRFPD July meeting 
with more discussion at that point.  
 

2. Deputy Chief Perry Palmer gave a Prevention Division update to the Commission.  The 
following items were highlighted: 

 The addition of MobileEyes to assist with fire inspections. 
 Mobile data terminals have been acquired for use in the field; this allows for on-site 

data entry for inspections. 
 Addition of Compliance Engine which assists with the tracking of commercial fire 

and life safety inspections and when the inspections were last completed. 
 The addition of a Fire Inspector one and a half years ago which has substantially 

increased the number of inspections we are able to accomplish. 
 January 2017 will see the adoption of the 2015 International Fire Code along with any 

amendments that may be needed. We are always 2 years behind as we have to wait 
for the State to adopt the code before we can. 

 Deputy Chief Palmer is coordinating with the Fire Marshal from Boise Fire who is 
working on a rotating schedule for restoration companies to contact after a disaster.  
The companies must meet certain criteria. This will help when an insurance company 
is unavailable in the middle of the night so that we can get someone there to start the 
residents on the road to recovery and secure the residence or property affected.  Boise 
Fire is working with their legal department and City Council to finalize and once that 
is done, we will work on adopting the same type of policy/procedure. 

 The two new replacement vehicles have been received for the two fire inspectors.  
They are Ford F-150’s with extended cabs.  These will allow the fire inspectors to 
carry all the needed equipment for inspections and fire investigations.  The extra 
cargo space in the back is especially important as to keep the contaminated equipment 
separate from the driver.  

 We are busy with Temporary Use Permits (TUP’s) right now as summer activities 
such as parades and carnivals increase.  We have to ensure that events meet code and 
are done safely.   

 About 4 years ago we started coinciding our school inspections with the Division of 
Building Safety inspections.  This decreases the time the school has to work with 
officials on these inspections.  We have received positive feedback from the schools 
for this effort.    

 
Fire Inspector Joe Bongiorno highlighted his activities for Fire Prevention: 

 Inspector Bongiorno began work as our second Fire Inspector about 1 ½ years ago 
and started working through the alphabet using street names to complete business life 
and safety inspections and is about half way through the alphabet.  

 Inspector Bongiorno just completed his bachelor’s degree in Fire Administration.  
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Last year Joe also worked on and received his International Code Compliance Fire 
Inspector I certification.  This summer he is anticipating his Fire Inspector II 
certification.  He is also going through the National Fire Academy’s fire investigation 
series and at the end of August will take the last class, (a two week courtroom class).  
Once that is completed, he can apply for his certified Fire Investigator certification.  
Next year he plans on working towards his fire plans examiner certification.   

 Joe Bongiorno is the lead on our new ESO EMS software that we are getting ready to 
push out.  Engine 33 & 35 will be testing the new software this next week. 

 Joe anticipates the need for more fire inspectors soon with the growth the City is 
seeing.  

 Bongiorno is also the treasurer for the Meridian Firefighter’s Local 4627 Benevolent 
Fund. 

 
Fire Inspector Kenny Bowers highlighted his activities for Fire Prevention: 

 Inspector Bowers completes quite a few daycare inspections on a weekly basis; we 
are seeing more daycares being added and the larger daycares increasing in size. 

 We completed 132 annual liquor/beer/wine license inspections from February to 
April 2016 as this is when these establishments are due for their license renewal. 

 Inspector Bowers participates on the Street Naming Committee for Ada County and 
Meridian. 

 Fireworks inspections for this July 4th celebration are in full swing along with 
inspections for the bigger fireworks celebrations for the 4th holiday and the parade.  

 Fire Inspector Bowers also assists with overseeing and scheduling the maintenance 
and repair of all of the Fire apparatus.  The Fire Prevention Division will continue 
with the repair/maintenance of the Fire vehicles and fire stations until a Logistics 
Officer can be hired. 

 
Education Specialist Pam Orr highlighted items for the Public Education Division of Fire 
Prevention: 

 A part-time public education assistant was just recently hired, Charmaine Schuler, 
and has been on board for about 6 weeks and doing very well.  

 A component of the education portion of fire prevention includes teaching fire safety 
in the work place for businesses in Meridian, touching on the safety features in the 
business, making the 911 call, the operation of the fire extinguishers etc. 

 Current public education events/activities include the Public Safety Academy, (our 
14th academy) which is a community education course teaching citizens about the 
Fire Service and Police activities.  The benefit for us is we obtain advocates for our 
programs and needs plus some of our best volunteers come from participation in this 
academy. 

 Our Smoke Alarm program was kick started in 2012 with a FEMA grant.  We are 
assisting with smoke alarms on a daily basis with either batteries or helping to install 
new alarms.   

 Fire Prevention month is every October.  This year’s theme is, “Don’t wait, check the 
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date.  Replace smoke alarms every 10 years”.  We are excited for this year’s theme as 
this has been our message to our residents for the last few years.  Lowe’s home 
improvement store has offered to partner with us and offer 10 percent off replacement 
smoke alarms to the community.  We also received a grant from Home Depot for the 
purchase of additional smoke alarms. 

 Meridian Fire is the Car Seat Grant holder for the Treasure Valley.  The last two 
years we received a grant for $9,000 for the purchase of car seats to assist families in 
need of car seats. This year we are expecting $10,000 for the car seat program grant.  
Our department is doing the most car seat inspections in the Treasure Valley.  Our car 
seat technicians go through a 36 hour course to certify and then they have to recertify 
every 2 years.  We have monthly car seat events at Meridian Fire stations and we also 
host the car seat certification and recertification classes for technicians. 

 We will host Smokey Bear’s birthday party again this year at Kleiner Park on August 
9th.  Last year we had over 450 people in attendance and expect an even larger group 
attending this year.   

 We work with the Light My Fire Organization, a great group of people, who 
fundraise for the Boise and Meridian Burnout Funds and Public Education Funds for 
each department.  They host a dinner/auction in February and a golf tournament in 
June.   

 Another group that has purchased items for the Public Education fund is the Local 
4627 Benevolent fund; they have donated smoke alarms, c/o detectors and also a 
large blow up fire education house. This house is used at public education events and 
this year we are going to attempt bringing the house to the schools. 

 We also work with a large network of fire department public educators throughout the 
Treasure Valley called the Treasure Valley Fire Prevention and Safety Co-op.  We 
have a puppetry and clown group that does fire safety presentations in the schools and 
also a yearly event for the daycares at the Meridian Speedway.     

 Meridian Fire hosts an open house in October during Fire Prevention month; last year 
we had over 600 in attendance.  The event is geared on education with citizens 
visiting tables throughout the day that teach various safety topics.  

 Ongoing throughout the year we have numerous fire safety school programs, a 
Friendly Firefighter program which involves the crews visiting the schools and also 
tours and ride alongs at the Stations. 

 Recently we had an infant who was saved after teaching CPR to a mom who had gone 
through our program.  Other saves were discussed that were attributed to either 
sprinkler systems, or smoke alarms and hearing impaired alarms that we had 
provided. 
   

Chief Palmer asked if there were any questions resulting from the Prevention Division 
Update:   

 Commissioner Leighton inquired as to the requirements for private residential 
sprinkler systems.  Chief Palmer replied that Meridian Fire cannot, by state law, 
require residential sprinkler systems in a single family residence. We can only require 
it in multi-family units.  We currently look at the needed fire flow requirement for the 
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larger homes in the rural area and one of the options when building over 3600 sq. feet 
is to use fire sprinklers which cuts the fire flow requirement in half for residential 
homes.  Putting in a pond for water supply or other water source is also an option for 
reducing the fire flow requirement.   

 Commissioner Leighton asked if all the smoke alarms that we are providing or 
installing for citizens are battery only type alarms.  Pam Orr replied that the grant we 
received for all of the smoke alarms have been the battery only type which come with 
10 year lithium batteries.  We do encourage residents who are changing out their 
smoke alarms, which have reached the 10 year recommended replacement age, to 
purchase their own electrical smoke alarms.  Pam also mentioned that we have 
purchased hearing impaired smoke alarms that are available at no charge for our 
hearing impaired community members.   

 
Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the June 13, 2016, meeting of the Meridian Rural Fire 
Protection District.  Motion approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:12 p.m. 


