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Bird’s eye view of Main and Broadway
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East Second Street at Broadway, looking north

% 1 1
= e I FiT .s i

Women picking apples

Meridian businessmen serve as a street department, after 1910

Serving Western Ada County
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Meridian from Sagebrush to Suburbs 1893 1993
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Above sketch shows about 30 miles of the Oregor: Trall from Bonneville Point southeast of Botze to Eagle Island northwes of Meridian. (From Rowie }Iﬂe
Ctrepon Trail in Idako, publivked by the Bicentennial Commissian, Idako Historical Saciety and the fdaho Transportation Department, Third Printing, 1974,

P2 [ Dedicated 1o the memary of City Clerk Jack Niemarm, Principal K. D. Hantwell and other champions of family, friends and community.

Who were the early
settlers? Emigants all, many
from Puotnam  Counly,
Missouri,

“Many of these peopls
were relnted and came 25 &
growp,” wmid  Meridian
Tisterrian L iks L0 mmiganis
came in waves, first from
Missourl and lowa. later
(1902 ff.) Nebrasks, and in
the thirties from Arkansas and
Oiclahoma.

That seitlers came In  [==

virtual droves from the same
areas "back home™ not only
mieant they were relatives to
one another, bt also that they
would establish familiar
economic and social organi-
zations incheding siores and
clubs and, most importandly.
chuirches in this arid land.

When Alice Gish, who
wms 101 yeass young in
October 1993, was a small
glel growing up on & home-
stead north of Meridian,
“There was sagebrush &l
around.”

Mot only was sagebnush
all the eye could see formiles
around, but because of the
primitive transporiation
conditions in this ares o
hundred years ago, sagebrush
wis all garly residents sawon
& daily hasis. "Mother would
hiich up the team for a trip 10
Bodse, but we didn't do that
very ofien.” Alice recalled.

Esrly settlers first had 1o
clearthe land of sagebrush, a
process called "gnibbing.”
before building shacks and
ouibuildings and proceeding
to plow and cultivate the dry
earth.

“The first family to file

Mbmd‘d‘qmrmﬁ af tracks on the ru.m!de of E. F.rer

adorns smow-bedecked landscape in this early photo of
Meridian. (Conrtery Ruby Lawe, Meridian Historical Soctery)

fand claims in the Mendian
arca were Jacob and Martha
Clemens® in 1881 “for home
lote at Ustick and Meridian
Road,” wrofe Lila Hill and
Glenn Davidzon in They
Came To Build A Communiry
(1986), p. 35. Jacob and
Martha are among early area
seltlers who are baried in
Meridizn Cemetery,

‘What we know 15 down-
forwm Mericlinn today (atleast
the arca from Pine Street
south 174 mile 1o 1he railnoad
tracks and from Meridian
Street east to East 2 1/2 BL)
wizs land claimed in the name
of Elizz Zenger (Hill &
Davidson, p. 37)

From a rblroad mail drop
cafled Hunter in 1838 o' a
small bt Bustling agricultural
village after 1900where many
wamen worked as prune and
apple packers while the men
poriened comainers full ol apple
cider, manufactured frait
sprays 2nd shipped honey; to
3 dairying center featuring a

creamery serving the area plis
assoned cheese factories n
the late 20k and after; through
the post-war era that saw
evolution from a village inio
1 lst-class city in 1950 1
today’s vinual metropolis,
Meridian has, exploded 100
years later Into one: of the
fastest-growing cities and
arexs in the Pacific Morthwest
{growth rate: 12%).

From & few hundred
around 1910 (o aboul a8
thousand people inithe 19305,
Meridian's size has. risen
expanentially

Its resident population is
growing =0 rapidly thal ob-
servers can only estimale s
actual size. From anemberof
“only" 9,000 in the 1990
census, those estimates have
revised the population of
Meridian upwand to 14,00
i 1992 and and to s whopping
17.500- 19,000 fnihe stmmves
of 1993,

That represents neadly o
doubling of the population in

the past threz years. Whene
do all these people Hve? In
suburbs, of course, Residen-
tial subdivision projects,
many of whichinvolve annex-
athom into the city, have come
ntthe city govermment 5o s
and hard that o T00-dny mons-
poriwn on snnexations and
residential projects was
declared effective May 15th.
1993,

Meridian has also trans-
formed commercially. Seven
years agothere were only two
drive-ins in town. one st either
end of E. First Street (Hungry
Omnion to the south, Burger
Den to the north). Then came
Kennicky Fried Chicken and,
in the last three years, Pizza
Hot, McDonald's, Burger
King, Dairy Queéen and (asof
Sepeember 1993) 4 planned
Taco Bell.

The proliferation of sub-
divisions is staggering.
According 10 the City of
Meridian's Building Depan-
ment Report for 1992-93, for
the 10-month period ending
in July, = total of 1,072
building permits Including
#11 new homes had been
approved, In the spring of
1993 the city hired its first-
ever planning - director,
Wayne Forrey, and began
effons o overhoul the 1578
comprehensive plan.

Are there any farms lefit?
A few, scatered here and
there. Mowadays, though,
even fives and ten-acre par-
cels seem like farms and
what's left of the "old" ways
bs Tading fast

Testifying before the
Meridian City Councll on

Aungust 16th in opposition o
yet another proposed =oixil
vision. Helen Sharp, 2445
Wingate Lane, opposed high
dermity and complaimed sbout
traffic on Locust Grove Road

nottheast of dowmown.
“Wie usid bo gl phea-

sants out in the ficlds but we
can't o that anymone because
of the subdivisions,” she said.

Another arca resident,
Warren Watson, who owns
property on the north side of
Ustick Road near Locust
Grove, said, "1 could have
bullt ope home per acre of
ground, 1 didn't want people
that dang close to me. 1 Tike to
walk_down there, kick the
boxes of bees, watch 'emn boil
up and run home.”

Amold Stubblefield, 641
Franklin Read, is himself 2

house next o my duck pond
and & subdivision approxi-
mately half a mile away.
We'ne in this thing together,
the community and he e
welopers.”

Beverly Donohue, who
lives on M. Locust Grove
Road, also testified agains &
proposed: 197-1ot develop-
mend on 69 scres a1 Listick
and Locust Grove mads.
“These homes are going up
right next to a dairy. Wher's
Meridian's sell-identity? We
won't be & dairy community
anymore.”

The sad fact s, Merillon
is no longer a dairy com-
munity.
fl:'aurmwcd on Page Twa)

The Valley News special edition, 1993

1903 - 1941

The original Meridian town site was filed in 1893
on homestead grant land belonging to Eliza Ann
Zenger. Her husband, Christian, filed the plat with
county officials and called it Meridian. The early
settlers, many of whom were relatives, left their
homes in Missouri to come west, either by wagon
train or immigrant railroad car, bringing their
lodge and church preferences with them. They
established local institutions soon after arriving
and filed for homestead lands. In other words, they
brought their community with them.

Around the turn of the century, settlers established
fruit orchards and built fruit packing businesses
and prune dryers along the railroad tracks. Local
orchards produced many varieties of apples and
Italian prunes. Production continued through the
mid-1940s, when it was no longer profitable and
the businesses closed. In 1941, Meridian’s status
changed from a village to a city.

Design Elements

The amphitheater 1s symbolic of the importance of
the village ‘heart,” a place where Meridian citizens
and nearby farmers gathered and socialized to
build and replenish community spirit. Behind the
amphitheater, the ‘tree bosque’ and grassy slope
give shelter and shade, offering a place of renewal
and reflection of the once abundant fruit tree
groves.
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