
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Structure Elevator Pit Drain and Sump Pump 
Discharge Requirements 

 
 
 
Discharge Requirements for Elevator Pit Drain and Sump Pump  
On December 7, 2010 the State of Idaho, Division of Building Safety issued a 
Policy statement that the sump pump (or drain) required in elevator pits by ASME 
A17.1 Section 2.2.2.5 will now be considered optional rather than mandatory. In 
the case of hydraulic elevators, if a sump pump is installed, the City of Meridian 
requires the drain and pump combination be connected to an oil/water separator 
prior to discharge to the City’s sanitary sewer system. It is recommended a 
professional engineering analysis of the elevator’s liquid hydraulic and fire 
suppression evacuation requirements be conducted, in order to specify an 
adequately-sized sump pump and interceptor system to retain and prevent oils 
from entertaining the sanitary sewer system. 
 
The City of Meridian regulates Industrial and Commercial wastewater discharges 
into the public sewer system through it Industrial Pretreatment program. The 
Clean Water Act and the General Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR Part 403) 
are the basis of this federal requirement. The local authority for the City of 
Meridian Pretreatment Program is established by Title 9 Chapter 2 of the 
Meridian City Code. 
 
Where an Elevator drain and sump pump installation is required by State Code, 
the combination will be connected to an oil/water separator prior to discharge to 
the City of Meridian Sewer System. A professional engineering analysis of the 
elevator’s liquid hydraulic and fire suppression evacuation requirements is 
necessary in order to specify an adequately-sized sump pump and interceptor 
system to retain and prevent oils from entertaining the sewer system. An 
engineer’s specification will be specific to the current elevator system to meet fire 
code and Idaho Elevator Code. The City plumbing inspector must approve the 
final design of the oil/water/sump pump discharge system. Priority pollutants of 
concern are hydraulic fluids and service bay oils. 
 
Technical assistance sheets are attached that have been acceptable to the City 
of Meridian for multiple-level elevator building projects in the past. 
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NOTE: This information is for guidance purposes only.  Contact the State of 

Idaho, Division of Building Safety for specific elevator code requirements 
at: 

 
    State of Idaho 

Meridian Office 
1090 East Watertower St., Suite 120 
Meridian, Id.  83642 
Office Phone (208) 332-8974 

 
 
 
 
 
Pretreatment Program∙▪ 3401 N. Ten Mile Road, Meridian, ID 83646  
Phone (208) 888-2191 ▪ Fax (208) 884-1297 ▪ www.meridiancity.org 

http://www.meridiancity.org/


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


